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SUSSEX LAW SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER

PRESIDENTS REPORT NOVEMBER 2025

Welcome to the November edition of the Sussex Law Society newsletter which is kindly
sponsored by Clive Emson Land and Property Auctioneers. Clive Emson provides an
auctioneering facility to corporate and independent estate agents, private clients and
statutory bodies. You can read more about their services on their website

This report marks my last to you as the Society’s President. It has been one of the greatest
honours of my career to date to serve in this role and to represent all your interests over
the past 12 months. | have thoroughly enjoyed every day in this role and wish my
successor well.

This time last year, | spoke about my aim to support the training and development of our
junior lawyers. | am incredibly proud of the work being done by the Sussex Junior Lawyers
Division which is once again thriving and it is great to see their events being so well
supported. Whilst celebrating the progress of our junior lawyers, we must also
acknowledge the challenges they continue to face. The recent Mazur case, for example,
has introduced much uncertainty for many members of our profession who are still in the
early stages of their careers. It is therefore vital that we continue to support our junior
lawyers to ensure they feel valued as the future of our profession.

| also spoke about my support of the Rockinghorse Children’s Charity. | am immensely
grateful to you all for your support of Rockinghorse throughout this year; most notably at
the Spring and Autumn quiz nights, and at the Summer Charity Ball. Thanks to your
generous support, as a Society we have been able to raise £4,690.40 for Rockinghorse.
These funds will make a real difference to the babies, children, and families supported by
Rockinghorse and they have asked me to pass on the following ‘Thank You Certificate’ to
you all.

We are holding our Annual General Meeting on Thursday 6™ November 2025 at the Pump
House in Brighton. It’'s a great opportunity to reflect on the year and welcome the
incoming President. If you haven’t already done so, please contact Alice Wylie if you
would like to attend.

With very best wishes, and my sincere thanks
to all of you for reading these reports over
the past 12 months and for your support

during my term as your President. Clive Emson =

Daniel Dickson LAND AND PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS



https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/
https://www.cliveemson.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Sussex-Law-Society-Thank-You-certificate.pdf
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The Importance of Providing Auction . [(TT]
Legal Packs Early: A Key to Success Cllve Emson L

with Clive Emson LAND AND PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS

When discussing the sale of properties at auction, one topic always stands
out as crucial: the timely provision of legal packs. While many solicitors may
already be familiar with the importance of this, it remains an issue that still
presents challenges for both sellers and auctioneers.

While it’s true that the delay in legal packs isn’t always within the solicitor’s
control, it is often the case that the seller doesn’t appoint their solicitor
early enough or fails to provide the necessary documentation in a timely
manner. Unfortunately, this creates unnecessary frustration for both the
auctioneer and potential buyers. In some cases, the delayed delivery of legal
documentation can even have significant financial implications for the
seller.

Looking ahead to 2026, we are excited to continue building strong
partnerships with solicitors, sellers, and buyers to ensure the best outcomes
for all parties involved in auction sales. Providing the legal pack early is one
small but vital step toward that success. By working together, we can create
a smoother, more transparent auction process that benefits everyone. Click
here to contact Clive Emson Auctioneers.

Read full article here



https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Legal-Packs-Clive-Emson-Auctioneers.pdf
https://www.cliveemson.co.uk/
https://www.cliveemson.co.uk/
https://www.cliveemson.co.uk/

LOCAL NEWS

recLAW Employee Spotlight: Rachel
Landy’s journey from Paralegal to
Trainee Solicitor reflects what
recLAW’s built on - developing our
own, backing ambition, and shaping
the next generation of recruitment
law specialists.

Congratulations, Rachel, on this
exciting next step!

Lewis Denley Solicitors are
delighted to announce that
Nathaniel Colbran has been
promoted to Senior Associate and
Team Leader in their Commercial
Real Estate Team. Since joining in
2017, Nathaniel has played a key
role in the firm’s growth, guiding
clients through complex
transactions with expertise and

practical, results-driven advice.

Bate & Albon Solicitors are deeply saddened to share the news of the passing
of our colleague and friend, Janine Cooper-Rowan. Janine was a valued
member of our team but also made a lasting impact on clients and colleagues
alike.

Janine was originally from South Africa. She qualified as a solicitor in 2004
after completing the Qualified Lawyers Transfer Scheme (QLTS) in 2003. She
gained experience at two firms before returning to South Africa in 2007. Whilst
in South Africa, Janine specialised in both residential and commercial property
transactions. She returned to Brighton in 2009 and worked at Griffith Smith &
DMH Stallard before joining Bate & Albon in December 2022.

We will greatly miss Janine’s presence, friendship and positivity.

Loch is pleased to announce that Caroline Denbow, Alice Aldridge and Neil
Kelley have stepped into new Partner roles. Learn more about their
specialisms, and the rest of the Loch team, here: Or connect with Caroline,

Alice and Neil on LinkedIn.

Tishaws Family Law are delighted
to announce that Kayleigh Zmak
qualified as a solicitor and has
joined the firm. Kayleigh looks
forward to continuing her career
with the firm, supporting clients
with empathy and care, and helping
them navigate matters as positively
and constructively as possible, with
minimal conflict.

Read more here

Renaissance Legal is celebrating
another year of success across the
Chambers High Net Worth and
Legal 500 UK directories. The
release of the new 2026 editions -
in  which the firm and team
members are recognised as leaders
in their field - mark a significant
milestone in the firm’s journey and
coincides with its 15th anniversary
celebrations this year.

Read more here



https://www.tisshawssolicitors.co.uk/team-members/kayleigh-zmak/
https://renaissancelegal.co.uk/blog/renaissance-legal-achieves-top-rankings-in-leading-legal-directories/
https://reclaw.co.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/racheldlandy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/racheldlandy/
https://weareloch.com/team/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/caroline-denbow/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alice-aldridge-0753a660/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/neilanthonykelley/

LOCAL NEWS

Loch has rebranded! In addition to
simplifying our name from Loch

Martin Searle Solicitors are
delighted to welcome Jon

Associates Group to Loch, our
refreshed identity is built around
three integrated pillars - Legal,
People, and Advisory - connecting
the dots between compliance, experience.
people strategy, and business

performance.

Read more here Read more here.

Becket Chambers are very pleased to welcome Alex Lunnon as our new
pupil, who will start his first-six under the supervision of Paul Tapsell. Before
joining us, Alex worked with a firm of solicitors as a County Court Advocate,
specialising in advocacy and court.

Read more here

Becket Chambers are delighted to announce that barrister Adham Sleem
(2022 Call) has joined the team. Adham focuses on family law, including
child arrangements, matrimonial finance, public law children, as well as
general civiland commercial litigation.

Read more here

Becket Chambers is once again delighted to be ranked as a leading set in
the Legal 500, 2026 bar guide!

Wheale as the newest member
of their Employment Law Team.
Jon joins as an Employment
Solicitor and brings a wealth of

Read more here

The firm has promoted private client
legal executive Lauren Puttock-
Brown to partner.

Private client lawyers Ursula Tanner
and Paula Tinton have been
promoted to senior associate,
alongside family expert Estella
Hlisnikowski and property specialist
Marika Monaghan.

South East law firm Mayo Wynne Private client solicitor Sara Bashir
Baxter has announced six promotions, has also been promoted to
effective 1 November 2025. associate.



https://weareloch.com/expert-guidance-real-results-lochs-rebrand-explained/
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https://becket-chambers.co.uk/news/alex-lunnon/
https://becket-chambers.co.uk/news/adham-sleem/
https://becket-chambers.co.uk/news/adham-sleem/
https://becket-chambers.co.uk/news/adham-sleem/
https://becket-chambers.co.uk/news/legal-500-2026-bar-guide/
https://becket-chambers.co.uk/news/legal-500-2026-bar-guide/
https://becket-chambers.co.uk/news/legal-500-2026-bar-guide/
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC-2FtlP8jkHPlrxya-2FlKdDoAdtbMyyrJ5PxTy-2FzDNwiiMFHW7x_2Bbo3sdidPb-2FJ-2FtZpu4NrKvO-2BpkEu5XKCIaIdHIEfrIOQSNhG-2FAyH7ggew3DjWcT-2BDtB6TG0Rvg5vZvWgiI-2BwfFmA-2BTcphMcuMPpjoFtG2H83ePREH7wOWNVpyPfLrqFF7JOtBKZSuEgZ93cqRajOSSV-2BNHUPOUM0KB-2BTuDMgWPYHgDNtm7-2Bm7myAsyR-2F-2FTMFko1THmKLPL0pVKvCDON5SaQyV1E1dgAP7ZrABv0z3VumLUAX2aBnNH1-2BqEKvddytG0V0HaZjmRvFgGLACn05MuAx-2Bddes213Ra1ccPwiM95pR0AtZJuc3AE5HfR8tJmZBAXH-2BHykWpe-2BM28HveME8k-2B7XQM7-2Bu1zMKR6-2BI7d7o-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC-2FtlP8jkHPlrxya-2FlKdDoAdtbMyyrJ5PxTy-2FzDNwiiMFHW7x_2Bbo3sdidPb-2FJ-2FtZpu4NrKvO-2BpkEu5XKCIaIdHIEfrIOQSNhG-2FAyH7ggew3DjWcT-2BDtB6TG0Rvg5vZvWgiI-2BwfFmA-2BTcphMcuMPpjoFtG2H83ePREH7wOWNVpyPfLrqFF7JOtBKZSuEgZ93cqRajOSSV-2BNHUPOUM0KB-2BTuDMgWPYHgDNtm7-2Bm7myAsyR-2F-2FTMFko1THmKLPL0pVKvCDON5SaQyV1E1dgAP7ZrABv0z3VumLUAX2aBnNH1-2BqEKvddytG0V0HaZjmRvFgGLACn05MuAx-2Bddes213Ra1ccPwiM95pR0AtZJuc3AE5HfR8tJmZBAXH-2BHykWpe-2BM28HveME8k-2B7XQM7-2Bu1zMKR6-2BI7d7o-3D

UPCOMING WEBINARS

LinkedIn For Lawyers s

5th November 2025 | Live Webinar consor t Iu ) m
1pm - 2pm more than marketing
£10+VAT for members £25+VAT for Non-Members

In this LinkedIn training session Lara Squires will inform us why we should
engage with social media, discuss what makes a great profile, share some
hints and tips to make the most of the platform and answer any burning LI
questions you may have. This training session is for all levels, whether you
are a trainee starting out or a partner, every attendee will go away with
some actions.

Click here for Linked In for Lawyers

Conveyancing Law Update Certified
11th November 2025 | Live Webinar GrOundsure
09.30am -12.30pm LOCATION INTELLIGENCE Somoration
£110 + VAT for members

£125 + VAT for non-members

Conveyancing continues to undergo major changes. The course aims to keep
the busy practitioner up to date.

Click here for Conveyancing Law Update

Quarterly Compliance Update with Jo Morris

11th November 2025 |Live Webinar | 1pm - 2pm

£30+VAT Members | £40+VAT for Non-Members

The fantastic Jo Morris is back to bring us up to speed with her ‘Quarterly
Compliance Update’. Never one to miss!

Defining your Personal Leadership Brand

18th November 2025 | Live Webinars | 2pm-3pm

FREE for Members. £15 + VAT for non members

Our brand is our opinion about ourselves — our expertise, our experience, our
personality — all rooted in our values. It’s never too early to think about how
you can position yourself for your next career move, whether that’s moving
from paralegal to a SQC training contract, deciding on a specialism, getting
promoted or moving firm.

Click here for Defining your Personal

Leadership Brand



https://www.consortiumbiz.co.uk/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/linkedin-for-lawyers/
https://www.groundsure.com/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/conveyancing-law-update/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/conveyancing-law-update/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/compliance-quarterly-update-with-jo-morris/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/compliance-quarterly-update-with-jo-morris/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/compliance-quarterly-update-with-jo-morris/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/defining-your-personal-leadership-brand-2/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/defining-your-personal-leadership-brand-2/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/defining-your-personal-leadership-brand-2/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/course/defining-your-personal-leadership-brand-2/

UPCOMING WEBINARS

SRA Annual Report Webinar with Jo Morris

18th November 2025. Live Webinar. 12pm-1pm

£30 + VAT (£36) members £40 + VAT (£48) non members

Jo Morris is back to bring us up to speed with her ‘SRA Annual Report

Webinar’.
Click here for SRA Annual Report Update

Commercial Leases Update

3rd December 2025 | Live Webinar Certified
13.30pm - 16.30pm Groundsure
LOCATION INTELLIGENCE Corporation

£110 + VAT for members
£125 + VAT for non-members
Commercial property is undergoing major changes, and this 3-hour CPD
course with Richard Snape will look at recent developments including the
proposed ban on upwards only rent review clauses.

Click here for Commercial Leases Update

Life After Law: How to make your retirement an Encore worth celebrating

9" December 2025. Live Webinar. 13.30pm -14.30pm

FREE for members

Retirement can feel like unchartered territory, both professionally and
personally, but it doesn’t have to. If you are approaching retirement or just
want to learn more about planning for the non-financial aspects of this
enormous life and career transition, join us for this FREE webinar. Don’t miss
this chance to gain clarity, ask questions, and start shaping your encore with
curiosity and confidence.

Click here for Life After Law

Money Laundering Regulations 2025

Date TBC | Live Webinar | 12pm-1pm

£30 + VAT (£36) members £40 + VAT (£48) non members

Jo Morris is back to bring us everything you need to know on ‘Money
Laundering Regulations 2025’.

Click here for Money Laundering Regulations
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SLS AUTUMN QUIZ

On Thursday 23rd October we held
out biannual Autumn Quiz at The
Palm Court Restaurant on the
Palace Pier, kindly sponsored by 1
Crown Office Row. The wind and
rain couldn't turn away 24 of
Sussex’s finest firms quiz teams
from taking home the coveted SLS
trophy!

Rockinghorse
. Children’'s
SoEanty

The evening was quick to sell out
as it always promises fun, fantastic
fish and chips and a lot of
competitiveness! Congratulations
to our winners Bate & Albon
Solicitors for their win! Will your
team win when we're back with
another quiz in the spring?!

Thank you to everyone who so
generously donated to our raffle to
raise money for the President’s
chosen charity, Rockinghorse
Children's Charity. We managed to
raise an astonishing £1044!!!

The charity have been blown away
with the generousity of our society
over the past year so thank so
much to everyone for donating to
such a fantastic cause.



https://www.1cor.com/brighton/
https://www.1cor.com/brighton/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rockinghorse-children-s-charity/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rockinghorse-children-s-charity/

Compliance and Regulatory Affairs. “Leadership changes at the top”

As the case for clarity and radical Regulatory reforms gathers pace, all eyes for
the moment are on Sarah Rapson the new Chief Executive in waiting at the
SRA. Described as a “Whitehall high-flier” she will need to harvest all her skills
and experience to land safely on her feet and straightaway lead the way to
addressing the challenges following the well documented systemic failures
which have been revealed. At the heart must be to restore faith in the integrity
of the legal system and instil a more open and communicative culture. All this
whilst under strict LSB scrutiny and having to now guide the SRA through the
final year of its current corporate strategy. A stroke of good fortune came to
her assistance with the Chancellor’s recent announcement regarding the
proposed very significant transfer of responsibility for AML and anti terrorist
financing to the FCA (specific detail as to the suggested designated legal unit,
its expertise, fees etc ,a Consultation and enactment ... all to follow)

Whilst change at the top of the trees is in the legal media, it is worth
mentioning that the Chief Ombudsman is stepping down after a 5 year tenure..
A brief glance through LeO ‘s website will navigate an unfortunate member to
the availability of the confidential helpline, together with the result of the
second tranche of the quarterly case studies justifying essentially name and
shame as “transparency”.

Patrick Richards

_r,.. Please join us for the Sussex

LAW IETY Law Societies annual AGM
SUSSEX soc E THIS THURSDAY 6t

November 6pm - 9pm at The
AGM } Grand Central pub by

Brighton Station.

TH The evening will start with
BHURADAY 6™ NOVEMEER drinks and the AGM followed

by an optional meal and
BRIGHTON socialising. We will be
thanking current President,
Daniel Dickson for his year in
office and welcoming in our
new President for 2025-2026,
Angela Arnold. If you are
interested in attending the
AGM and the optional meal,
please email
Alice.wylie@sussex-law.co.uk
All members welcome!




Exclusive Notary Scholarship

for Sussex Law Society Members

Law Training Centre is working aw

in collaboration with the . .

Sussex Law Society to t t
support and promote access to ral nlng Cen re

the notarial profession.

Law Training Centre is the Faculty Office of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
(FOAC) preferred provider of the Notarial Academic Training Course stage,
with the second stage (Notarial Practice Course) being delivered by UCL. As
part of our partnership, Law Training Centre is pleased to be able to offer our
Sussex Emerging Notary Scholarship to legal professionals in Sussex who are
looking to start their journeys to qualifying as a Notary with the Notarial
Academic Training Course.

This exclusive scholarship will fund up to £2,000 towards one SLS Member
learner’s Notarial Academic training, supporting them in completing the first
stage of the FOAC’s notarial qualification process.

Click here to find out more and apply

tech

MSP vs Break-Fix: Why Reactive IT Is No Longer Enough for Law Firms

Reactive IT support may seem simple and affordable—but it leaves law firms
exposed to downtime, data loss, and compliance risks. That’s why many are
switching to proactive Managed Service Providers (MSPs) for reliable, secure,
and cost-effective IT.

A good MSP operates in the background to keep everything running. You
barely notice they’re there because things just work. Behind the scenes,
they’re monitoring for early signs of trouble, applying updates, managing
cybersecurity risks, and ensuring compliance with data protection
regulations.

Want to see how proactive IT support can transform your legal practice?
Contact Extech Cloud today and discover tailored solutions for the law

industry.
Click here to read full article



https://www.ltckent.co.uk/law-training-centre-scholarships/sussex-notary-scholarship/
https://www.ltckent.co.uk/law-training-centre-scholarships/sussex-notary-scholarship/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Extech-Cloud_OUTREACH_MSP_vs_Break-Fix_Law_Focus.pdf
https://www.ltckent.co.uk/
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/
https://www.ltckent.co.uk/notarial-academic-training-course/
https://www.ltckent.co.uk/notarial-academic-training-course/

Mazur Update from Council Member for Sussex, Andrew Bishop

Few issues have cut across so many parts of the profession as Mazur. Over the
weekend | spoke with a Solicitor at a “magic circle” firm, a Pl lawyer at a national
firm with a Brighton office, and—of course—from my own perspective as a criminal
legal aid practitioner. All of us were focused on Mazur and what it means for our
firms.

| won’t attempt to summarise the judgment here or prescribe a single response:
the operational impact genuinely differs by practice area and by firm. However,
members should note:

e Law Society guidance - Practice note: Mazur and the conduct of litigation

e Mazur — a problem 300 years in the making_- Legal Futures— “Mazur: Law
Society advice amid probate and crime concerns”

* |’ve shared the potential impact on Criminal Law firms on Linkedin here.

Local business backs new ladies
football team - Willingdon
Athletic Ladies Youth Football
Club

Sussex business, X-Press Legal
Services based in Brighton has
announced the sponsorship of
the recently formed Willingdon
Athletic ladies football team
based in nearby Eastbourne. The
sponsorship of the 2025/26 kit

is part of the firm’s commitment to championing participation in football for
women from the ground up.

The Willingdon Athletic Ladies Youth Football Team is going from strength to
strength, and what started out last year with 7 mums of under 7 boys creating a
ladies’ football team purely for fun and fitness, has seen the team go on to join the
Women's Ultra Flexi League.

Annie Fitzpatrick, player and partner at Bate & Albon Solicitors in Brighton is one
of the original team members, she explains why they have high hopes in the
league, “Within a month of setting up the team, we agreed to play in a friendly 6 a-
side tournament. We then began to realise just how much we love the sport and
that we are a very competitive bunch! So much so, we have joined the Women's
Ultra Flexi League. Our first league game was on 4th October 2025 which saw us
win 4-1. We are absolutely thrilled to have support from X-Press Legal Services
which is really helping us to continue to grow and develop the team. We have gone
from the original 7 to 22, such is the interest in women’s football in the local area,
and the great benefits sport brings.”

Click here to read full article



https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/PR649-Local-business-backs-new-ladies-FC.pdf
https://www.sussex-law.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/PR649-Local-business-backs-new-ladies-FC.pdf
https://xpresslegal.co.uk/
https://xpresslegal.co.uk/
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https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/features/mazur-a-problem-300-years-in-the-making
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/andrew-bishop-67a49780_the-practical-cost-of-mazur-for-criminal-activity-7384656105307742208-ZGDJ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAABEoO_4BXMDqiJ8fN5o5X0Kq4N2ztN8-R9o

SOCIALS

Léhéal

Paise

THE
CHAR TY

PODCAST

has launched!

Conversations

on solicitor
wellbeing @

amazon music @

SLS X SJLD CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

SIS X SJID

CHRISTMAS
JOTIERY SOCIA

X-Press Legal Services

Join members of the Sussex law
Society and the Sussex Junior Lawyers
Division for an evening of pottery
painting, socialising and festivities.

Ahead of Christmas our two societies
are planning on coming together from
6pm-8pm at The Painting Pottery Cafe
in the North Lines on Wednesday 12"
November.

Tickets are £20pp and include any
paints used on the night and
decoration of 1 x large Christmas
bauble. There are options to paint
additional items such as mugs, plates
etc for an additional cost.

Our sponsors, X-Press Legal Services
have kindly offered to supply wine,
beer and soft drinks, so why not come
along with some colleagues or come by
yourself to make new local law
connections and get into the festive
spirit!

There are only 40 tickets available so
act fast if you’d like to attend.

Please email
law.co.uk to attend

Alice.wylie@sussex-



https://www.sussexjld.co.uk/
https://www.sussexjld.co.uk/
https://www.paintingpotterycafe.co.uk/
https://xpresslegal.co.uk/
https://thesolicitorscharity.org/the-legal-pause/

COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT

Council Meeting & AGM at Chancery Lane (7-8 October)
Council Meeting (7-8 October)

This was the final meeting chaired by outgoing President Richard Atkinson, with a
typically full agenda, including:
e President’s review of the year.
e Chief Executive’s report (lan Jeffery): TLS business plan and Q3 performance.
¢ Committee updates: Equality, Diversity & Inclusion; Membership; Finance; and
Scrutiny & Performance Review (which | presented in the Chair’s absence).
* Regulatory performance: scrutiny of the SRA.
* Wales: reaffirmation of a distinct (not separate) legal jurisdiction as the Senedd
legislates in devolved fields.
* TLS Corporate Strategy 2025-2028: discussion on priorities and delivery.
If you’d like more detail or papers on any of the above, please contact me.

New Presidential Team
On the afternoon of 8 October, chains of office were handed over:

e President: Mark Evans (university lecturer and specialist from North Wales)

¢ Vice-President: Brett Dixon (commercial lawyer; expert on the Civil Procedure
Rules) :

e Deputy Vice-President:
Donna Dennis-Smith (legal recruitment
specialist; advocate for women within
the profession)

Themes for Mark’s presidential year:
e A profession fit for the future
e Championing members
e Supporting solicitor wellbeing

On wellbeing, Mark said:
“Long hours, high workloads and client care can have an impact on solicitors. It is
critical that we continue the conversation about mental health and wellbeing and
ensure that it is not stigmatised. This year, | aim to support solicitors by holding
crucial discussions on wellbeing across the legal sector and by engaging with local
law societies, communities and networks to ensure we are united in prioritising
our members’ welfare. | will champion solicitor wellbeing, encourage the
profession to become more inclusive and to provide the support that solicitors
need to thrive” Law is rewarding but demanding; many will recognise the
pressures Mark highlights. LawCare—the mental-health charity for the legal
profession—offers confidential support. As regular readers know, Mark is also an
enthusiastic runner and founded the Legal Runner networking group (on Strava
and LinkedIn, (4) LegalRunner | Groups | LinkedIn).

Continue reading on next page...
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Council Members Report Continued...
AGM Highlights

AGMs can be drab affairs—the Sussex Law Society AGM being the exception
that proves the rule: 6 November, 6:00 pm, Grand Central, Brighton, contact
Alice for more details. At the national Law Society AGM, the debate centred on
thresholds for requisitioning a Special General Meeting (SGM). By way of
background, a previous SGM (triggered by 100 members) was called over TA6
form reforms, at significant cost to TLS (c. £100,000 of members’ funds), and
the motion was defeated. Two motions were debated this time:

e Council-backed motion: raise the SGM trigger to 0.5% of the membership
(around 1,000 members).

e Counter-motion: allow 0.5% of any special-interest group to requisition an
SGM where a specific TLS policy particularly affects that group, eg 0.5% of
conveyancers if a motion impacts conveyancing. Query — how to define this
group from TLS data?

Following a feisty debate, both motions were defeated. The Council motion was
narrowly lost (c. 52% against). The President then exercised his prerogative
where a vote is close to ballot the whole membership on the Council motion.
You are likely to receive an invitation to vote. Please ensure your details on “My
LS” on TLS website are up to date, as that database issues the ballot papers. My
view: the 100-member threshold is now too low for a body of TLS’s size. A 0.5%
threshold would better balance member democracy with responsible
governance and cost control.

| represent Sussex on Council. If you'd like deeper detail on any item, a
practice-specific Mazur briefing, or to share your views ahead of the ballot,
please get in touch.

Andrew Bishop, Council Member (Sussex)
andrew.bishop@bishopandlight.co.uk

BOOK YOUR ADMISSION CEREMONY AT THE LAW
SOCIETY IN ITS BICENTENNIAL YEAR

Celebrate your success on qualifying to become a solicitor and mark the
occasion with friends and family. Whether you qualified recently or are already
established, it’s never too late to celebrate your success at an admissions
ceremony. Mark 200 years of the Law Society and attend an admission
ceremony in 2025, its bicentenary year. As part of the celebrations, you will
receive a bespoke bicentenary themed admission certificate and will have
access to exclusive bicentennial merchandise. See_herefor more information
and to book a ceremony.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Listing job vacancies in the Newsletter & putting more detailed vacancies on
thejobs page of the websiteis FREE for Sussex Law Society member firms
and individual members and £100 + VAT for other contributors.
Contactalice.wylie@sussex-law.co.uk to place an advert.

Private Client Solicitor, ODT - Chichester

We are recruiting for an experienced Private Client Solicitor to join our
Chichester office. The successful candidate will benefit from an immediate
caseload referred from our busy Private Client Department based in our
Haywards Heath office, whilst also taking the lead in developing and
expanding the Private Client Department in our Chichester branch. If you
have significant experience in private client work and exceptional client
care skills, we would love to hear from you. For further details, please
contact Alexandra Eaton at aeaton@odt.co.uk

Senior Private Client Solicitor — 5+ PQE - Miller Parris

Broadwater, Worthing

We’re looking for a Private Client Solicitor (5+ years PQE) to join our
established and growing team. You’ll handle a varied caseload including
complex wills, estates, trusts, and tax planning, with the opportunity to
support HNW clients and mentor junior staff. This position is office based
but some remote working is possible.

What we’re looking for:

5+ years PQE in private client work

Strong technical knowledge & client care skills

What we offer:

High-quality work & career progression

Supportive, friendly team

Competitive salary & benefits

To apply, please send your CV to helenyoung@millerparris.co.uk

Closing date of 30« November

Martin Searle Solicitors are looking to recruit an experienced Employment
Lawyer to join their Employment Law team. For a full job description and to
apply, please click here.

The Judicial Appointments Commission is currently accepting applications
for the role of Fee-Paid Judge of the First-tier Tribunal. Applications will
close at 1pm on 4 November 2025. Click here for more information and how

to apply.
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OTHER USEFUL WEBINARS/ COURSES/ ARTICLES/
RESOURCES

Sexual harassment remains a significant workplace risk, particularly at festive
events. Since the new legal duty to prevent workplace harassment took effect in
October 2024, Acas has reported a 39% rise in helpline calls. Loch provides tailored
training to help law firms protect staff, maintain standards, and meet their legal
obligations. Contact Head of Loch Training and Wellbeing, Amy White
(amy.white@weareloch.com) for more information.

Multi-Generational Living — From a Paying for Care Perspective - Victoria Crick at
Martin Searle Solicitors is running a virtual live webinar, in partnership with MBL
Seminars, which is suitable for people who are already advising clients about the
paying for care rules and have some background knowledge of multi-generational
living, as well as professional attorneys and deputies who might need to consider the
implications where their clients are involved in multi-generational living. This live
and interactive session runs from 1lpm - 3pm on Friday 28 November. For more
information and to book your place, click here.

The president of the family division, Sir Andrew McFarlane has handed in his 6
months’ notice (on 28™ October 2025 ). There will need to be a Judicial
Appointments Commission competition to find his successor. Read more here.

There are plans to repeal the presumption of parental involvements in the Children
Act 1989, so we are expecting more updates soon. Read more here.

Sita Cox’s latest article explains what happens to financial proceedings when a
spouse dies — and how the outcome depends on the stage the case has reached. She
looks at what happens if a death occurs before, during, or after an agreement or final
order, and how inheritance law may come into play. Read more here

In his latest article, Adrian Pidduck explores the question: who might be told about
findings of fact made in family court proceedings? Adrian explains how confidentiality
works in children’s cases, when information can be shared with others (such as
employers or professional bodies), and what recent case law says about disclosure.
Read the full article to learn more here.

In his latest article, Ronald Edginton explores a recent case where the court took the
rare step of ordering one party to pay the other’s costs in private law proceedings. He
explains when such exceptional orders are made, and the clear message this case
sends about unreasonable litigation conduct. Read the full article here.

Michael Batt's latest article looks at what happens when a family moves to a new area
during care proceedings - and how the court decides which local authority should
take responsibility. He explains the key arguments and how the court applied the rules
on “ordinary residence” under the Children Act 1989. Learn more here.
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SLSGS

The Sussex Law Society Golf Society is
open to anyone with connections with
the legal profession, whether you are in
practice or retired, whatever your
standard of play. There is no joining
fee.If you have not played with us
before, why not give us a try. Golfing
events every summer!

'SLSGS

SUSSEX LAWSOCIETY GOLF SOCIETY

EST. 1931

Bob Mayfield -Secretary, SLSGS
Bobmayfield11l@googlemail.com

LAW SOCIETY DIVISIONS/NETWORKS

The Law Society has some really useful divisions/networks full of information and
resources which are worth exploring. The links are here:
Ethnic Solicitors Network,

In House Lawyers,

Junior Solicitors Network,

Disabled Solicitors Network,

LGBT+ Solicitors Network,

Small Firms Network,

Solicitor Judges Network,

Women Solicitors Network.

Institute of Risk Management Awards.

LOCUMS

If you would like to be added to the list of locums published monthly in this Newsletter,
please email your details toalice.wylie@sussex-law.co.uk . Listing your details here is
free of charge for members:

e Margaret Dowdles 07947 771593 - experienced property locum used to hitting the
ground running to get things done. Realistic rates charged for noticeable results.

e Patrick Richards- Un-Notarised legal translations, office and Court interpreter
services offered by fluent French and Italian speaking local Solicitor.Contact
patrichards27@hotmail.com

e Manjinder Nagra — Legal Support and Speaking Availability - 20 + years experience
specialising in property and contracts & procurement. Available 1-2 days p/wk for
legal support. Also available for key note speaking on her unique journey into law
and sport. Get in touch: m74nagra@gmail.com
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LOST AND MISSING WILLS

e COLETTE LOUISE O’REGAN D.O.B. 15/4/1969

e GARY DAVID BATES D.O.B 14/7/1965

e TERENCE BARBER 30/01/1937

e CAROL KANE D.O.B 05/02/1945

¢ JONATHAN KANE D.O.B 26/01/1967

¢ JEREMY RAYMOND HARRIS D.0.B 26/06/1958

e MICHAEL DOUGLAS SMITH D.0.B 15TH JULY 1949
* NIGEL GEOFFREY ROY KNIGHT DOB: 15/02/1950
e HEATHER ANN COX 18/11/1963

Please contactalice.wylie@sussex-law.co.uk if you are looking for a will,
know the location of any of the above wills or if you want to be part of our
lost/missing wills scheme (free of charge for members)

All wills previously held by Howlett Clarke are now safely held with the Right
Legal Group, Wyvern Business Park, 16 Stanier Way, Derby, DE21 6BF.
Telephone number 01332 424511.

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Following the introduction of the new GDPR laws on 25th May 2018, if you arenot
an individual or corporate member of the Sussex Law Society and wish to continue
to receive this monthly newsletter you will need to opt in. If you are unsure about
whether you are/are not a member, please contact Alice Wylie.

ContactAlice Wylieif you no longer wish to receive the monthly Newsletter and
put UNSUBSCRIBEin the subject heading
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